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Autism is a brain disorder that 
significantly impairs the assimilation of 
information, causing problems in social 
behavior, communication, and learning.



Learning Characteristics and Educational Needs

Analyze and design behavior planChallenging behaviors

Systematic teaching across materials, 
people, and locations

Difficulty with generalization

Teach attending skills
Instructional control

Poor attending skills

Individualized goal selection
Teach all domains

Splinter skills

Implement reinforcement systemLack of motivation

Initially teach concrete skills
Break down abstract concepts

Difficulty with abstract language/thinking

Teach imitation skillsDifficulty with imitation

Reduce language
Discrete trial instruction
Redundant practice

Language comprehension issues

Must teachLimited/No learning through incidental teaching



Assessment and Goal Selection

Investment: planning for future



Quality of Life
Value judgment

Productivity
Choice
Independence
Communication



Published Curricula/Materials
EdMark
Reading Milestones
SRA
Touch Math
Handwriting without Tears
Teach Me Language
ABBLS (assessment) 



Eden Curriculum
“Cookbook” with 30 years of recipes

Functional
Age appropriate
Community based



Functional
Usable skills
Will someone have to do if for him/her?
Ability to grow with skill
Ask, Why are we teaching this skills?



Age Appropriate
Developmental model: slippery slope
Developmental sequence
Look at what peers are doing



Community Based





















CASE #1

13-year old girl





















CASE #2

3-year old boy















CASE #3

5-year old
















